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PRELUDE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have le� undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the en�re forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW#519 "Open Your Ears, Of Faithful People" 
 
P The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ed330e8-zPE
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P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salva�on to birth. Give us 

faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trus�ng that your kingdom 
comes and your will is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
 
L 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

s�r up your strength and come to help us. 
C 3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 
L 4O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

5You have fed them with the bread of tears;  
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

C 7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
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L 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

18And so will we never turn away from you; 
give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

C 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;   
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 
MARK 13:1-8, 24-37 
 
L A reading from Mark: 1As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to 

him, "Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!" 2Then Jesus asked 
him, "Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be le� here upon 
another; all will be thrown down." 

 
3When he was si�ng on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4"Tell us, when will this be, and what will be 
the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?" 5Then Jesus began to 
say to them, "Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name 
and say, 'I am he!' and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is s�ll to come. 
8For na�on will rise against na�on, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the 
birthpangs. 

 
24"But in those days, a�er that suffering, 

  the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

 
26Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory. 
27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
28"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 



5 
 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
genera�on will not pass away un�l all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 
 32"But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the �me 
will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake." 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#338 "Beneath the Cross of Jesus" 
 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begoten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salva�on he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pon�us Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g82KP4XXRRE
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20240317.mp3
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one bap�sm for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrec�on of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
L Trus�ng in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-

being of crea�on, and a world in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give 
thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, 
and ar�sts whose crea�ve gi�s adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the rich 

and complex diversity of living things. Support local, na�onal, and interna�onal 
efforts to protect the environment for future genera�ons. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L God of the na�ons, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who 

challenge oppression and expose corrup�on. Support advocates for human rights, 
social jus�ce, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing 

estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and in�mate rela�onships. Protect and 
comfort all who are vulnerable. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L God of every �me and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer in this 

congrega�on. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, lonely, grieving, in 
treatment, or ill. We pray for Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, Rebecca Brennan, 
Michelle Drayson, the Elshafei family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, Jeff Fultz, 
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Mary Goehring, Bob Hardy, Mark Hughes, the Johnson family, Robert Karner, 
Charles Larsen, Charlote Leer, the McNamara family, Donna Mayhew, Wendy 
Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, Do�e Reitz, Robert Reitz, Claudia Schober, D. J. 
Singer, Jack Smith, MaKenzie Snyder, the Spiegler family, Chuck Trautwein, Esther 
Trautwein, Rich Wohkitel, and Pastor Jack. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us. Grant us faith 

to trust in your everlas�ng love. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering*: (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 
 

 

 

 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our 

�me, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 
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P Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, 

wells and springs we bless and magnify you. You led your people Israel through the 
desert, and provided them water from the rock. We praise you for Christ, our Rock 
and our Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, a�er supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrec�on, we await your salva�on 
for all this thirsty world. Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the 
bap�zed gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our 
journey by the love of Christ. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into tempta�on, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
 
P The gi�s of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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After all have communed, the following is sung: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model 

of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform 
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW#803 "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-hz6L6LAug
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*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicot City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicot City, MD 21043 
htps://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found a�er 
the offering designa�on or here: htps://�the.ly/give_new/www/#/�thely/give-one-
�me/2627291 

 
 
 

 
 
Announcements 

• Bread and Soup Lenten Supper and Series 
o Wednesday, 3/20, 6pm  

• Council Meeting, Wednesday, 3/20 following Lenten Discussion 
• Holy Week Service, Thursday, 3/28/2024, 7 pm 
• Palm Sunday, 3/24 Special Music from the Bondhus Family and Ed Hawkins 
• Palm Sunday, 3/24 at 4 pm – Concert 

o The Christian Choir of Howard County presents “Who Is This King?”  
4 pm Retreat and Conference Center at Bon Secours 
1525 Marriotsville Road, Marriottsville, MD 21104 

• Easter Sunrise Service, Broadway Pier, 3/31/2024 6:45 am 
• Easter Service, 3/31/2024, 9:30 am 

 
 

https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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Upcoming Narra�ve Lec�onary Texts 
 

March 24 Palm Sunday Mark 11:1-11 and Mark 14:3-9 
March 28 Holy Week Mark 14:22-42, 15:16-39 
March 31 Easter Mark 16:1-8 
April 7 2 Easter Acts 1:1-14 
April 14 3 Easter Acts 3:1-10 
April 21 4 Easter Acts 17:1-9 1 Thess. 1:1-10 
April 28 5 Easter Acts 18:1-4 1 Cor 1:10-18 
May 5 6 Easter 1 Cor 13:1-13 
May 12 7 Easter 1 Cor 15:1-26, 51-57 
May 19 Pentecost Acts 2:1-4; 1 Cor 12:1-13 
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