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P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have le� undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the en�re forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN: ELW#521 "O Day of Rest and Gladness" 
 
P The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE: “This Is the Feast” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wl4LZpN_zc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLBOGXEFwz8
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P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. God of the covenant, in our bap�sm you call us to proclaim the coming 

of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully 
witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
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PSALM 105:1-6  
 
L 1Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God's name; 

make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples. 
C 2Sing to the Lord, sing praises, and speak of all God's marvelous works. 
 
L 3Glory in God's holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
C 4Search for the strength of the Lord; con�nually seek God's face. 
 
L 5Remember the marvels God has done,  

the wonders and the judgments of God's mouth, 
C 6O offspring of Abraham, God's servant, O children of Jacob, God's chosen ones. 
 
MARK 6:1-29 
 
L A reading from Mark: 1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed 

him. 2On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 
were astounded. They said, "Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom 
that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3Is 
not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas 
and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 
4Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their 
hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house." 5And he could do no 
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured 
them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

 
Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began 
to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He 
ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no 
money in their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to 
them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there un�l you leave the place. 11If any 
place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the 
dust that is on your feet as a tes�mony against them." 12So they went out and 
proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with 
oil many who were sick and cured them. 
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14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, 
"John the bap�zer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers 
are at work in him." 15But others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of old." 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom 
I beheaded, has been raised." 

 
17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married 
her. 18For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother's wife." 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. 
But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and 
yet he liked to listen to him. 
 
21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
cour�ers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias 
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, 
"Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it." 23And he solemnly swore to her, 
"Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." 24She went out 
and said to her mother, "What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the 
bap�zer." 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to 
give me at once the head of John the Bap�st on a plater." 26The king was deeply 
grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse 
her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's 
head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a plater, and 
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard 
about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW#315 "How Good, Lord, to Be Here!" 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)  

 
Please stand, as you are able. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcAQTr7AWDQ
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20240204.mp3
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P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon�us Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrec�on of the body, and the life everlas�ng. Amen 

 
L As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 

church, the world, and all of crea�on. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L Everlas�ng God, you bring your healing power to the church. Give your church a 
spirit of unity and prayer, that we discern your way for us in the world. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Creator of the ends of the earth, you make the grass grow and send rain for the soil. 

Bring your crea�on into harmony and balance. Give animals their food and provide 
healthy shelter for your people. Inspire us to honor the miraculous beauty of all you 
have made. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God without equal, your steadfast love endures forever. Bring the leaders, elected 

officials, and peacekeepers of our towns and countries into understanding and 
unity. Guide them to serve with compassion and understanding. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God who strengthens, you li� up with your hand any who are suffering. Heal those 

who are brokenhearted and strengthen the weak and all in need especially Heidi 
Brackbill, Parker Brennan, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Alexis Erdman, 
Samantha Erdman, the Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, Mary Goehring, Bob Hardy, Mark 
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Hughes, the Johnson family, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Charlote Leer, the 
McNamara family, Donna Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, 
Brenda Penyak, Do�e Reitz, Robert Reitz, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, Jack Smith, 
MaKenzie Snyder, the Spiegler family, Chuck Trautwein, Esther Trautwein, Rich 
Wohkitel, and Pastor Jack. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God who gives power to the faint, challenge us to share the faith stories of what 

God has done in our lives. Open us to receive the unique ways God is at work in 
your people, especially those whose perspec�ves challenge our own. God of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God who calls each star by name, we remember all who have died. Shelter all who 

mourn with your mercy and care, and give us hope in your promised salva�on. God 
of grace, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Offering*: (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291


8 
 

 
 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our 

�me, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 
 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 
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P Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word 

you created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to 
the na�ons. Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our 
darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, a�er supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your 
holy and life-giving light.  
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By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we 
may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. Through him all glory 
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both 
now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into tempta�on, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
 
P The gi�s of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
After all have communed, the following is sung: 
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Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
 

 

 
 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model 

of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform 
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW#624 "Jesus, S�ll Lead On" 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicot City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicot City, MD 21043 
htps://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found a�er 
the 
offering designa�on or here: htps://�the.ly/give_new/www/#/�thely/give-one-
�me/2627291 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A warm welcome today to the  
Scouts and Families on this Scout Sunday! 

 
Upcoming Events 
February 13 – Venture Crew Pancake Supper, 5 pm – 8 pm 
February 14 – Ash Wednesday Service, 7 pm 
February 18 – Lady Terps Basketball Game, 1 pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr2opLCCVyI
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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Upcoming Narra�ve Lec�onary Texts 
February 11 – Transfigura�on – Mark 8:27-9:8 
February 14 – Ash Wednesday – Mark 9:30-37 
February 18 – Lent 1 – Mark 10:17-31 
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