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PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have le� undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the en�re forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN:  ELW#275 "Angels from the Realms of Glory" 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mVFzkDgMg4
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  ELW#288 "Good Chris�ans Friends, Rejoice" 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over 

the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may 
follow a�er your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PSALM 29 
 
L 1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
C 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mVFzkDgMg4


4 
 

 
L 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
C 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
 
L 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
C 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 
L 7The voice of the Lord 

bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
C 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 
L 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, "Glory!" 
C 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 
MARK 1:1-20 
 
L A reading from Mark: 1:1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. 2As it is writen in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 

 
4John the bap�zer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a bap�sm of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were bap�zed by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
"The one who is more powerful than I is coming a�er me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and un�e the thong of his sandals. 8I have bap�zed you with water; but he 
will bap�ze you with the Holy Spirit." 



5 
 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was bap�zed by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, 
"You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 12And the Spirit 
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on 
him. 

 
14Now a�er John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, "The �me is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news." 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew cas�ng a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people." 18And immediately they le� their nets and followed him. 19As he went a 
litle farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they le� their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  ELW#272  "Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming" 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link) 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begoten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salva�on he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maVM5mUFvoc&feature=emb_logo
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20231231.mp3
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crucified under Pon�us Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one Bap�sm for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrec�on of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
OFFERING*:  (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

 
 
L Trus�ng in God's good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for  

ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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L You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at the 
salva�on you bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all people in the 
fullness of their being. Raise up the gi�s and the witness of people who are 
neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing invisible illness. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Your praise is sung throughout crea�on in all �mes and seasons. As the new year 

turns, ground us in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us aten�ve to the 
rhythms of the cosmos and inspire us to live in harmony with all the earth. Hear us, 
O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Give hope and stamina to leaders who work �relessly for the sake of the most 

vulnerable. We pray especially for organiza�ons working on behalf of children to 
provide basic needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to address trauma, and to 
rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Sustain all people who have been wai�ng for salva�on and wholeness, for anyone 

living with cancer or chronic illness, for all in physical rehabilita�on or addic�on 
recovery, and for Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei 
family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, the Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, Mary 
Goehring, Bob Hardy, Mark Hughes, the Johnson family, Robert Karner, Charles 
Larsen, Charlote Leer, the McNamara family, Donna Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, 
Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, Brenda Penyak, Do�e Reitz, Robert Reitz, Claudia Schober, 
D. J. Singer, Jack Smith, MaKenzie Snyder, the Spiegler family, Chuck Trautwein, 
Esther Trautwein, Rich Wohkitel, and Pastor Jack. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and  

genera�ons. Teach us to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisi�veness of youth, 
the though�ulness of adults, and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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L We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expecta�on and departed this life  
in peace. Sustain us in joy un�l we join them around your throne. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant  

grace. 
C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into tempta�on, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN:  ELW#269 "Once in Royal David's City" 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdDeFgXXG-s
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Upcoming Events! 
 

• January 6 – Saturday, 10 am – Taking down the greens 
• February 18 – Lady Terps Basketball Game, 1 pm (contact Bob Hardy for tickets) 

 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicot City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicot City, MD 21043 
htps://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found a�er 
the 
offering designa�on or here: htps://�the.ly/give_new/www/#/�thely/give-one-
�me/2627291 
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