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PRELUDE 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have le� undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the en�re forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN  ELW#424  "Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones" 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORQ2WKNzD-M&feature=emb_logo
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HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW#825  "You Servants of God" 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. O God, you clothe the sky with light and the ocean depths with 

darkness. You work your mighty wonders among us. Give us new and honest hearts, 
that we may hate evil and love jus�ce; and, with all the saints, let us see the dawn 
of your glory in the face of your only begoten Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PSALM 97 
 
L 1The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; 

let the mul�tude of the isles be glad. 
C 2Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, 

righteousness and jus�ce are the founda�ons of God’s throne. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GH0aLQwhRY
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L 3Fire goes before the Lord, 
burning up enemies on every side. 

C 4Lightnings light up the world; 
the earth sees and trembles. 

 
L 5The mountains melt like wax 

before the Lord of all the earth. 
C 6The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, 

and all the peoples see your glory. 
 
L 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 

Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 
C 8Zion hears and is glad, and the ci�es of Judah rejoice, 

because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 
L 9For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; 

you are exalted far above all gods. 
C 10You who love the Lord, hate evil! 

God guards the lives of the saints  
and rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 

 
L 11Light dawns for the righteous, 

and joy for the honest of heart. 
C 12Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, 

and give thanks to God’s holy name. 
 
1 KINGS 18:17-40 
 
L A reading from First Kings: 18:20 So Ahab sent to all the Israelites and assembled the 

prophets at Mount Carmel. 21Elijah then came near to all the people and said, “How 
long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him, 
but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer him a word. 22Then Elijah 
said to the people, “I, even I only, am le� a prophet of the Lord, but Baal’s prophets 
number four hundred fi�y. 23Let two bulls be given to us; let them choose one bull 
for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood but put no fire to it; I will 
prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood but put no fire to it. 24Then you call on 
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the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord; the god who answers 
by fire is indeed God.” All the people answered, “Well spoken!” 25Then Elijah said to 
the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you 
are many; then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26So they took 
the bull that was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from 
morning un�l noon, crying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice and no 
answer. They limped about the altar that they had made. 27At noon Elijah mocked 
them, saying, “Cry aloud! Surely he is a god; either he is medita�ng, or he has 
wandered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be 
awakened.” 28Then they cried aloud, and, as was their custom, they cut themselves 
with swords and lances un�l the blood gushed out over them. 29As midday passed, 
they raved on un�l the �me of the offering of the obla�on, but there was no voice, 
no answer, and no response. 

 
30Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come closer to me,” and all the people came 
closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down; 
31Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be your name”; 
32with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord. Then he made a trench 
around the altar, large enough to contain two measures of seed. 33Next he put the 
wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, “Fill four jars 
with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34Then he said, “Do 
it a second �me,” and they did it a second �me. Again he said, “Do it a third �me,” 
and they did it a third �me, 35so that the water ran all around the altar and filled the 
trench also with water. 

 
36At the �me of the offering of the obla�on, the prophet Elijah came near and said, 
“O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God 
in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your 
bidding. 37Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that this people may know that you, O 
Lord, are God and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38Then the fire of the 
Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust and 
even licked up the water that was in the trench. 39When all the people saw it, they 
fell on their faces and said, “The Lord indeed is God; the Lord indeed is God.” 40 
Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them escape.” 
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Then they seized them, and Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon and killed 
them there. 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW#315  "How Good, Lord, to Be Here!" 
 
SERMON (Sermon Audio Link)   
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begoten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salva�on he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pon�us Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one Bap�sm for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrec�on of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
L Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcAQTr7AWDQ
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20231105.mp3
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L Holy God, the church triumphant gathers around your throne to praise you. We join 
them in worship and remember your sustaining grace in every genera�on. Heal our 
divisions; show us unity in your presence. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Holy creator, we marvel at your crea�on revealed in the cycle of seasons, changing 

landscapes, and the rise and fall of ocean �des. Turn us from selfish consump�on 
and open us to gentle healing of the earth so all crea�on thrives. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Holy advocate, we li� grateful hearts for the ability to vote and elect leaders. Grant 

wisdom to those who will be elected and safety to poll workers. May civic leaders 
serve the whole community, especially all who are underrepresented or oppressed. 
Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Holy healer, bless the brokenhearted and all who mourn. Send your compassion to 

all who grieve, grant wholeness to those who are sick, and accompany the dying. Be 
near to all who need you. We pray especially for Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, 
Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, the 
Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, Mary Goehring, Bob Hardy, Angela Hays, Mark Hughes, 
the Johnson family, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Charlote Leer, the McNamara 
family, Donna Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, Brenda Penyak, 
Do�e Reitz, Robert Reitz, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, Jack Smith, MaKenzie Snyder, 
the Spiegler family, Esther Trautwein, Rich Wohkitel, and Pastor Jack. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L Holy comforter, we pray for this congrega�on, that the promise of your new life may 

be shared and experienced, and that those seeking your love may find it here. Hear 
us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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L Holy One, for the saints who now rest in your mercy, we give you thanks. We 
remember their witness of faithfulness and love. We remember, especially...  
Praise to you for the eternal life they have been given through Jesus Christ. Hear us, 
O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
L We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trus�ng in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
L And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
L we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our 

�me, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,  given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, a�er supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrec�on, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 

 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into tempta�on, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 
P The gi�s of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is now ready. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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After all have communed, the following is sung: 

 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
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P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model 

of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform 
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW#422  "For All the Saints" 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Anyone interested in running for the Council – contact Ed Hawkins or Bob Hardy 
• November 12 - Congregational Annual Meeting (following service) 
• November 14 - Venture Crew – Spaghetti Dinner, 5 pm – 8 pm, Tuesday  
• November 26 – Opening of the Fontanini Nativity Village 
• December 2 – Saturday, 5 pm – Family Craft Night 
• December 9 – Saturday, 10 am – Putting Up the Greens 
• December 17 – Chocolate and Carols with the Community and Scouts 
• December 24 – 9:30 am Regular Service, 7 pm Christmas Even Service 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OaBgaMcOvM
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*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicot City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicot City, MD 21043 
htps://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found a�er 
the 
offering designa�on or here: htps://�the.ly/give_new/www/#/�thely/give-one-
�me/2627291 
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