Pentecost 20
10-15-2023
Greg Fetzer, Pastor
J.V. Trautwein, Pastor Emeritus

PRELUDE
Please stand, as you are able.

P In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P  Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



C Amen

GATHERING HYMN ELW#592 "Just As | Am, without One Plea"

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Al For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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andforthe u - ni - ty of  all, let us pray to the Lord


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxA0TFe3-Uo
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HYMN OF PRAISE ELW#854 "Blessing and Honor"

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray. God our Savior, for us our Lord Jesus descended to the dead and broke
the grip of death. Hear us when we cry to you day and night, when we are stripped
of hope and life, that we may again know your presence and see your face; for you
alone are God, and all our help comes from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

PSALM 62:1-2, 5-8

L For God alone | wait in silence; from God comes my salvation.
C 2God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that | shall never be shaken.

3


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ebtSXGJS-Q

L °For God alone | wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God.
C °God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that | shall never be shaken.
L ’In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge.
C 2Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
RUTH 1:1-17
L Areading from Ruth. lIn the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the

land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab,
he and his wife and two sons. 2The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of
his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and
remained there. 3But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with
her two sons. “These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the
name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, >both Mahlon
and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her
husband.

5Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for
she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and
given them food. ’So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and
her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of
Judah. 8But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your
mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead
and with me. °The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of
your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. *°They said to her, "No,
we will return with you to your people." *'But Naomi said, "Turn back, my
daughters, why will you go with me? Do | still have sons in my womb that they may
become your husbands? ?Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for | am too old to
have a husband. Even if | thought there was hope for me, even if | should have a
husband tonight and bear sons, 3 would you then wait until they were grown?
Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more
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bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me."
¥Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to
her. 1°So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her
gods; return after your sister-in-law." ®But Ruth said, "Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you! Where you go, | will go; Where you lodge, | will
lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Y’Where you die, |
will die— there will | be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as
well, if even death parts me from you!"

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW#803 "When | Survey the Wondrous Cross"

SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)

)

Please stand, as you are able.

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkx8WAycYAc
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20231015.mp3

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers of Christ share
the mind of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in the Lord. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world), that
creation flourishes and humankind lives in right relationship with all you have made.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they
govern in accordance with your vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to all
in need, striving toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

For all experiencing valleys of iliness and grief, that they be healed and comforted
and find rest in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks beside them. We
pray especially for Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei
family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, the Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, Mary
Goehring, Bob Hardy, Angela Hays, Mark Hughes, the Johnson family, Faith Jolly,
Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Charlotte Leer, the McNamara family, Donna
Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, Brenda Penyak, Dottie Reitz,
Robert Reitz, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, Jack Smith, the Spiegler family, Esther
Trautwein, Rich Wohkittel, and Pastor Jack. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or discord, the love
of Christ may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is true, honorable, just,
pure, pleasing, commendable, and excellent. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for the beloved saints who now rest in your, that their faithful
witness guides your church until the day we join them at your heavenly feast. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.



Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
L And also with you.

OFFERING* - (On-Line giving Link)

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar.
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joy of your sal-va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

P Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen


https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his

coming in glory.



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

P The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is ready.

C Thanks be to God.

After all have communed, the following is sung:
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace.
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Amen
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Thank the Lord and

sing his praise;

tell ev-ry-one what he has done.
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al- le-lu - ia

Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model
of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW#713 "O God of Every Nation"

P Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_A7pqFdY6I&feature=emb_logo

e Congregational Annual Meeting — November 12 (following service)
e Anyone interested in running for the Council — contact Ed Hawkins or Bob Hardy
e December 17 — Chocolate and Carols with the Community and Scouts

*Offering to be sent to
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 Sybert Drive

Columbia Hills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after
the
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give new/www/#/tithely/give-one-

time/2627291
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https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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