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PRELUDE 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have le� undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the en�re forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN  ELW#522  “As We Gather at Your Table” 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpr_WtYAJVs
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HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW#820  “O Savior, Precious Savior” 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. God our Savior, for us our Lord Jesus descended to the dead and broke 

the grip of death. Hear us when we cry to you day and night, when we are stripped 
of hope and life, that we may again know your presence and see your face; for you 
alone are God, and all our help comes from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PSALM 148 
 
L 1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
C 2Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfgVHvFSpKo
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L 3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
C 4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
 
L 5Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created, 
C 6who made them stand fast forever and ever,  

giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
 
L 7Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
C 8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 
L 9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
C 10wild beasts and all catle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 
L 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
C 12young men and maidens, old and young together. 
 
L 13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
C 14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 
EXODUS 1:8-14; 3:1-15 
 
L A reading from Exodus: 1:8Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know 

Joseph. 9He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and 
more powerful than we. 10Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will 
increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape 
from the land.” 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with 
forced labor. They built supply ci�es, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12But the 
more they were oppressed, the more they mul�plied and spread, so that the 
Egyp�ans came to dread the Israelites. 13The Egyp�ans became ruthless in imposing 
tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their lives biter with hard service in mortar and 
brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they 
imposed on them. 
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3:1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he 
led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he 
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I 
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 
4When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come no closer! 
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.” 6He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. 

 
7Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I 
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyp�ans, and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hi�tes, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have 
also seen how the Egyp�ans oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

 
11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for 
you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 
shall worship God on this mountain.” 13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the 
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they 
ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM 
WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me 
to you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, 
the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my �tle for all 
genera�ons. 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW#494  “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)   
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pon�us Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrec�on of the body, and the life everlas�ng. Amen 

 
L Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 

crea�on, and the needs of our neighbors. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, 
and teachers the gi�s of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and 
faithful witness. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Lead us in your truth as we pray for crea�on. Empower us to look to the interests of 

others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be 
advocates for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Lead us in jus�ce as we pray for those in government, the military, and other 

posi�ons of authority. Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the needs of 
others. We pray also for our enemies. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYqj8_iFcFc
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20231001.mp3
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L Trus�ng your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or 
suffering in any way, especially Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, Rebecca Brennan, 
the Elshafei family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, the Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, 
Mary Goehring, Bob Hardy, Angela Hays, Mark Hughes, the Johnson family, Faith 
Jolly, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Charlote Leer, the McNamara family, Donna 
Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, Brenda Penyak, Do�e Reitz, 
Robert Reitz, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, Jack Smith, the Spiegler family, Esther 
Trautwein, Rich Wohkitel, and Pastor Jack. Give them encouragement and 
consola�on in your presence. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Teach us your paths as we pray for this congrega�on. Be at work in us and unite us 

in your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salva�on. 

Keep us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrec�on. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

our heart, trus�ng in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
C Amen 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
L And also with you. 
 
OFFERING* -  (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
L we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - ourselves, our 

�me, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface; the congregation responds: 
 

 
 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,  given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, a�er supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrec�on, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 

 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into tempta�on, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
P The gi�s of God for the people of God. Come, for the table is ready. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
After all have communed, the following is sung: 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
 

 
 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model 

of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform 
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW#776  “What God Ordains Is Good Indeed” 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Congregational Annual Meeting – November 12 (following service) 
• Anyone interested in running for the Council – contact Ed Hawkins or Bob Hardy 
• December 17 – Chocolate and Carols with the Community and Scouts 

 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicot City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicot City, MD 21043 
htps://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found a�er 
the 
offering designa�on or here: htps://�the.ly/give_new/www/#/�thely/give-one-
�me/2627291 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUaWuEYDFxY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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