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PRELUDE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have le� undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the en�re forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN:  ELW 634  “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name!” 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-N9_SdxW4c
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  ELW 865  “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Despite our 

unworthiness, you never �re of reaffirming your divine blessings of steadfast love 
and faithfulness. May we know your blessings, not because of who we are, but 
because of who you are. We pray this in Jesus' name. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PSALM 24 
 
L 1The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

the world and those who dwell therein. 
C 2For the Lord has founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the rivers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xra6ofilXz0
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L 3Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord, 
and who may stand in God’s holy place? 

C 4Those of innocent hands and purity of heart, 
who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by what is false. 
 

L 5They shall receive blessing from the Lord 
and righteousness from the God of their salva�on. 

C 6Such is the genera�on of those who seek you, O Lord, 
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

 
L 7Li� up your heads, O gates; and be li�ed up, O everlas�ng doors, 
 that the King of glory may come in. 
C 8Who is this | King of glory? 

The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in batle! 
 
L 9Li� up your heads, O gates; and be li�ed up, O everlas�ng doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 
C 10Who is this King of glory? 

Truly, the Lord of hosts is the King of glory. 
 
GENESIS 32:9-13, 22-30 
 
L A reading from Genesis: 9And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of 

my father Isaac, O Lord who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your 
kindred, and I will do you good,’ 10I am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast 
love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with only my 
staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I have become two companies. 11Deliver me, 
please, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him; 
he may come and kill us all, the mothers with the children. 12Yet you have said, ‘I will 
surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be counted because of their number.’” 

 
13So he spent that night there, and from what he had with him he took a present for 
his brother Esau… 22The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two 
maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them 
and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 
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24Jacob was le� alone; and a man wrestled with him un�l daybreak. 25When the 
man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, 
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 
27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man 
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God 
and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 
30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet 
my life is preserved.” 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  ELW 765  “Lord of All Hopefulness” 
 
SERMON: (Sermon Audio Link)   
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 
P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pon�us Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-D_aT8CXyc
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20230924.mp3
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrec�on of the body, 
and the life everlas�ng. Amen 

 
OFFERING* -  (On-Line giving Link) 
 

The Offering is received and is presented at the altar. 

 
 
L Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 

crea�on, and the needs of our neighbors. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L God who is gracious and merciful, teach your church to invite and welcome all. Lead 
us to be grateful for the blessing of community. Challenge your church to choose 
equity and compassion over judgment. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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L God who sends the wind and the sun, you know every worm and bush by name. 
Help us remember that even the humblest parts of crea�on are precious to you. 
Show us how best to care for the earth and its creatures. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God who is ready to relent from punishing, impart your compassionate wisdom to 

legislators, judges, members of the military, and law enforcement. Give them 
courage to serve their communi�es in �mes of uncertainty, stress, or exhaus�on. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God who saves, direct your people who are tempted by evil ways. Protect your 

children from calamity and disaster. Strengthen all who are incarcerated. Encourage 
all who are in despair or pain of any kind, especially Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, 
Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, the 
Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, Mary Goehring, Bob Hardy, Angela Hays, Mark Hughes, 
the Johnson family, Faith Jolly, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Charlote Leer, the 
McNamara family, Donna Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, 
Brenda Penyak, Do�e Reitz, Robert Reitz, Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, Jack Smith, 
the Spiegler family, Esther Trautwein, Rich Wohkitel, and Pastor Jack. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God who is slow to anger, may we boast about the goodness of Jesus with the 

confidence of Paul in prison. Inspire us to find abundance in whatever voca�on we 
are called to in the world and in service to our congrega�on. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L God who abounds in steadfast love, we give thanks for the saints called to the 

kingdom of heaven. United with them in spirit, hold us firm as we labor in this life 
and look to the life to come. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 
L Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

our heart, trus�ng in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into tempta�on, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN  ELW 806  “O God, My Faithful God” 
 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Congregational Annual Meeting – November 12 (following service) 
o Anyone interested in running for the Council – contact Ed Hawkins or Bob 

Hardy 
 

*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicot City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1B4pU_7FCjw
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Columbia Hills 
Ellicot City, MD 21043 
htps://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found a�er 
the 
offering designa�on or here: htps://�the.ly/give_new/www/#/�thely/give-one-
�me/2627291 
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