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Opening Hymn: ELW 729 – The Church of Christ, in Every Age 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. God of promise, Abraham scoffed and Sarah laughed when they were told of your 
plans for them and their family. Yet you remained faithful to your promise, and gave them a 
son, Isaac.  Help us to trust in your promises for our lives, and to live according to your will. 
Amen. 

Hymn of Praise: ELW 823 – Praise the Lord! O Heavens 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 145:8-14 

8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 The LORD is good to all, 
    and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
    and all your faithful shall bless you. 
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 
    and tell of your power, 
12 to make known to all people your[a] mighty deeds 
    and the glorious splendor of your[b] kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The LORD is faithful in all his words 
    and gracious in all his deeds.[c] 
14 The LORD upholds all who are falling 
    and raises up all who are bowed down. 

The Reading: Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7   
 
A Son Promised to Abraham and Sarah 

18 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in 
the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, 
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My 
lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXTcI1lsa4Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jotNbcFelX4
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20145%3A8-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-16333a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20145%3A8-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-16333b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20145%3A8-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-16334c


wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may 
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So 
they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, 
“Make ready quickly three measures[c] of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham 
ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 
prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before 
them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10 Then one 
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah 
was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced 
in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to 
herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I be fruitful?” 13 The LORD 
said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 
14 Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He 
said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 

The Birth of Isaac 

21 The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had promised. 
2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken 
to him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4 And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham 
was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said, “God has 
brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7 And she said, “Who would 
ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his 
old age.” 

Hymn:  ELW 608 – Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 
 
The Message: (Sermon Audio Link)   

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-15%3B+21%3A1-7&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-431c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w572Nk__-34
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20230917.mp3


Offering*: (On-Line giving Link) 
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be; all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O 
Lord, from thee. 
  
The Prayer 
   
We pray for all who need your comforting and healing presence especially: Heidi Brackbill, 
Parker Brennan, Rebecca Brennan, the Elshafei family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, the 
Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, Mary Goehring, Bob Hardy, Angela Hays, Mark Hughes, the Johnson 
family, Faith Jolly, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Charlotte Leer, the McNamara family, Donna 
Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter Olsen, Brenda Penyak, Dottie Reitz, Robert Reitz, 
Claudia Schober, D. J. Singer, Jack Smith, the Spiegler family, Esther Trautwein, Rich Wohkittel, 
and Pastor Jack. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen 
  
The Lord’s Prayer  
  
The Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face shine upon you; 
The Lord lift up His presence upon you and give you peace. Amen 
  
And now my brothers and sisters 
Live on knowing God’s love, 
The joy of living this life of love, 
And the peace which only comes through the power of His presence within you. 
So live on in Love, Joy, Peace, and Power. 
  
Closing Hymn: ELW 660 – Lift High the Cross 

 
Announcements 

• Praise to God for allowing Bob Hardy to join us in worship today 
 

*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7nGaT8QnYRE


https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the 
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291 
 
  
 

https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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