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Celebrate (Introduction) 
“God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation.  It is also like the 
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately.  Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth.  Even from 
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest.  At the Lord’s table we are 
fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.” 

Opening Hymn: ELW 853 – When Morning Gilds the Skies 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.  By your Holy Spirit help 
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Hymn of Praise: ELW 873 – Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13  

Psalmody: Psalm 65: 1-13 

Thanksgiving for Earth’s Bounty 

To the leader. A Psalm of David. A Song. 

1 Praise is due to you, 
    O God, in Zion, 
and to you shall vows be performed, 
2     O you who answer prayer! 
To you all flesh shall come. 
3 When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 
    you forgive our transgressions. 
4 Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 
    to live in your courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
    your holy temple. 

5 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 
    O God of our salvation; 
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLpftE_Ly6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0UszNlBAME
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A10-13&version=NRSVUE


    and of the farthest seas. 
6 By your[a] strength you established the mountains; 
    you are girded with might. 
7 You silence the roaring of the seas, 
    the roaring of their waves, 
    the tumult of the peoples. 
8 Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 
you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

9 You visit the earth and water it; 
    you greatly enrich it; 
the river of God is full of water; 
    you provide the people with grain, 
    for so you have prepared it. 
10 You water its furrows abundantly, 
    settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 
    and blessing its growth. 
11 You crown the year with your bounty; 
    your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow; 
    the hills gird themselves with joy; 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks; 
    the valleys deck themselves with grain; 
    they shout and sing together for joy. 

2nd Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

The Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Hymn: ELW 607 – Come, Ye Disconsolate  
 
The Message: (Sermon Audio Link)  
 
Offering*: (On-Line giving Link) 
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be; all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O 
Lord, from thee. 
  
The Prayer 
   
We pray for all who need your comforting and healing presence especially: Wilfried Bachmann, 
Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, the Elshafei family, Alexis Erdman, Samantha Erdman, the 
family of Monica Fetzer, the Fleming family, Jeff Fultz, the Phil Gasior family, Mary Goehring,  
Angela Hays, Mark Hughes,  the Johnson family, Faith Jolly, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+65%3A+1-13&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-14867a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A1-9%2C+18-23&version=NRSVUE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhES-xpWc8w
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20230716.mp3
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291


Charlotte Leer, the McNamara family, Donna Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Julie Obie, Peter 
Olsen, Brenda Penyak, Dottie Reitz, Robert Reitz, Ed and Valerie Roth, Colin Shea, Jerry Shea, 
Jack Smith, the Spiegler family, Esther Trautwein, and Pastor Jack. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen 
  
The Lord’s Prayer  
  
The Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make His face shine upon you; 
The Lord lift up His presence upon you and give you peace. Amen 
  
And now my brothers and sisters 
Live on knowing God’s love, 
The joy of living this life of love, 
And the peace which only comes through the power of His presence within you. 
So live on in Love, Joy, Peace, and Power. 
  
Closing Hymn: ELW 596 – My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

Announcements 
• Sunday, 8/13/2023 – OUTDOOR WORSHIP  

 
*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the 
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291 
 
  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sS-dkcT09lY
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
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