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P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we 
were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and 
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor that 
we might be reconciled. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 

C Amen.  

 

GATHERING HYMN:  ELW #612 “Healer of Our Every Ill”  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all 
people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our 
bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

  

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14  

L A reading from Exodus: 1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month 
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvMkqg4JsRU


lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5Your lamb 
shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall 
keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall 
slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over 
the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted 
over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of 
the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I 
am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  

L Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19  

L 1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice,  

and listened to my supplication, 

C 2for the Lord has given ear to me 

whenever I called.  

L 12How shall I repay the Lord 

for all the good things God has done for me? 

C 13I will lift the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the Lord.  

L 14I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all God’s people. 

C 15Precious in your sight, O Lord, 

is the death of your servants.  

L 16O Lord, truly I am your servant; 

  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid;  

you have freed me from my bonds. 

C 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 



  and call upon the name of the Lord.  

L 18I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

  in the presence of all God’s people, 

C 19in the courts of the Lord’s house, 

  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26  

L A reading from 1 Corinthians: 23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that 
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way 
he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

L Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.   

 

GOSPEL READING: John 13:1-17, 31b-35  

P The holy gospel according to John, the 13th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  

P 1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The 
devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 
3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 
was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 
was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to 
him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, 
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of 
you are clean.”  

12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 
what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell 



you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”  

31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”  

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
The Message: (Sermon Audio Link)   
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW #666 “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 

BIDDING PRAYERS 

L Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your Holy 
Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your 
name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

L Let us pray for bishops, for pastors, and all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen and 
uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and safety for the 
good of the church, and help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you 
have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

L Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and 
understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your children, and keep them in 
the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/sermons/sermon_20230406.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8vwh3dOp8I


C Amen. 

L Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus 
your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

L Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to  Abraham and your teaching to 
Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own may receive the fulfillment 
of the covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

L Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under 
different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful witnesses of the love 
made known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

L Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and find 
peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the world and in the lives 
of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

L Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the worlds in 
the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 

L Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 



P Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your goodness, 
give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in 
the goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

L Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

P Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have 
lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of 
liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on 
you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING*: (On-Line giving Link) 
We give thee but thine own, what e’er the gift may be; all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O 
Lord, from thee. 
 

PASSION READING: John 19:16b-42 

P The passion of our Lord, Jesus Christ according to John: So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the 
cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called 
Golgotha. 18There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 
them. 19Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King 
of the Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was 
near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews 
said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22Pilate 
answered, “What I have written I have written.” 23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic 
was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291


cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes 
among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 25And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Here is 
your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am 
thirsty.” 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of 
hyssop and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

A brief silence is observed for reflection. 

31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the 
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the 
legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs 
of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw 
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with 
a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35(He who saw this has testified so that you also may 
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 36These things occurred so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” 37And again another passage of 
scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.” 

38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of 
his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so 
he came and removed his body. 39Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40They took the body of Jesus 
and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now there 
was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no 
one had ever been laid. 42And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was 
nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

P Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SOLEMN REPROACHES 

P O my people, O my church, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me. I 
led you out of slavery into freedom, and delivered you through the waters of rebirth, but you have 
prepared a cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 



P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. Forty years I led 
you through the desert, feeding you with manna on the way; I saved you from the time of trial and gave 
you my body, the bread of heaven, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I led you on your 
way in a pillar of cloud and fire, but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; I guided you by the light of 
the Holy Spirit, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 

Answer me. I planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you brought forth bitter fruit; I made you branches 
of the vine and never left your side, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I poured out 
saving water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink; I poured out my life and gave you the new 
covenant in my blood, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I gave you a royal 
scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns; I gave you the kingdom and crowned you with eternal life, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I struck down 
your enemies, but you struck my head with a reed; I gave you my peace, but you draw the sword in my 
name, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? answer me. I opened the 
waters to lead you to the promised land, but you opened my side with a spear; I washed your feet as a 
sign of my love, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I lifted you up to 
the heights, but you lifted me high on a cross; I raised you from death and prepared for you the tree of 
life, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I grafted you into 
my people Israel, but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, and you have prepared a cross for 
your Savior.  



C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

P O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. I came to you in 
the least of your brothers and sisters, but I was hungry and you gave me no food, thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

C Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

The altar is draped in black, symbolizing the apparent victory of the devil and all the forces of evil that defy God. All 
leave the sanctuary in silence. 

 
  
Announcements 

• Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 am, 4/9/2023 on the Broadway Pier, Fell’s Point 
• Easter Service at Epiphany, 9:30 am, 4/9/2023  

*Offering to be sent to 
Robert Brackbill 
10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane 
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
  
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
9122 Sybert Drive 
Columbia Hills 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org 
  
Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the 
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291  
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