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Celebrate (Introduction)

“On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the
temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too
returnedto the house of God ‘to sing psalms, hymn, and spiritual songs of God,” who has gifted
us with a savior. As the festival continues, ‘let the peace of Christ rulein your hearts.” It is
Christmas, still.”

We come together inthe Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Hymn: “Hark! The Herald AngelsSing”

Psalmody: Psalm 148

“Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord from the heavens,

praise him inthe heights!

2Praise him, all hisangels,

praise him, all his host!

3 Praise him, sun and moon,

praise him, all you shiningstars!

4Praise him, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens!

5Let them praise the name of the Lord!

For he commanded and they were created.
6 And he established them for everand ever;
he fixed theirbounds which cannot be passed.w=
7Praise the Lord from the earth,

you sea monsters and all deeps,

8fire and hail, snow and frost,

stormy wind fulfilling his command!
9Mountains and all hills,

fruit treesand all cedars!

10 Beasts and all cattle,

creeping thingsand flying birds!

11Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!

12Young men and maidens together,

old men and children!

13 et them praise the name of the Lord,

for hisname alone is exalted;


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IGP68i3JvU
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+148&version=RSV#fen-RSV-16377a

his glory is above earth and heaven.

14He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his saints,

for the people of Israel who are near to him.
Praise the Lord!

Hymn of Praise: “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”

Prayer of the Day

“Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O god, and oen our mindsto the knowledge of
your word, that inall things we may think and act according to your good will and may live
continuallyinthe light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.”

1st Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26

2" Reading: Colossians 3:12-17

The Gospel: Luke 2:41-52
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A41-52&version=NRSV

Hymn of the Day: “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”

(The third week’s Angel Tree results will be sent latertoday)
The Message: (Video Link)

Today is the second day of Christmas. Despite what many may think, the Christmas season
began yesterday and continuesfor twelve days, the twelve days of Christmas, until Epiphany,
the 6% day of January. For those who believe the Christmas season begins on Thanksgiving,
they are already packing up theirdecorationsand taking down their treesand beginningto
celebrate the coming of the New Year. But in Christianity we continue to celebrate the birth of
Christ during these twelve days. The celebration may not have all of the glitzand fanfare of
Christmas Day but it certainly isa time which we continue to reflect upon and celebrate the
miracle of the incarnation.

We have come through the season of Advent during which we prepared for and anticipated the
most game changing event of history, the Nativity. Christmas Eve we relived that night longago
withthe shepherds and the angel’s message of “good news of great joy” and theirvisitto the
side of the manger. The peace and joy of the night filled ourlives with a renewed sense of
being. This renewed sense of beingis founded upon the acknowledgement of the incarnation in
our lives, that is that God is everwith us. With knowingthis presence we then beginto be able
to find the joy of thisgood news.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlfnNh6QyIY
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+2%3A18-20%2C1+Samuel+2%3A26&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A41-52&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAtXDcbC1Wk
https://youtu.be/9NbUXV9kap8

In our celebration over the coming days, we need to renew our commitmentto the good news
of Christmas. Paulin hisletter to the Colossians stated it in this way, “As God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humiliation, meekness, and
patience.” What a timely message forus anytimeinlife butitis especially timely duringthese
times within our nation and world. With our fellow human beings so divided by political
factions these virtues which Paul has related seem almostimpossible torealize but which are
the essence of beingable to live together, work together, dream together, and celebrate
together. There seemsto be littlein common between the various factions because truth had
beendeliberately undermined with fictionin order for some to gain power.

The tragedy is that words like compassion, kindness, humiliation, and meekness seemto be
onlyfor like-minded people and then they only apply wheniit suits the person. Then whenyou
add patience to the mix especially whenthere is such extremism and bitter divisional living
during a deadly pandemic the resultis that patience is over ruled and deadly consequences are
a result. This isnot celebrating Christmas as longas life is motivated by ill-conceived mindsets.
We needto be so renewed by the good news of Christmas that we become that shining
example which can overcome that which desiresto bring us down.

Just listen as Paul furtherexplains, “Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgivenyou, so you also must forgive.’
This is most difficult when faced with deliberate attempts to undermine any goodwillamong a
divided people and mindset. No matter how difficultit may seemforgivenessis neededinorder
to set the example that eveninthe worst situation love prevails. This is exemplified by Paul,
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything togetherin perfect harmony.”
This is what our lives need to exemplify and to celebrate during Christmas. This isthe reason for
the incarnation and our celebration throughout not only these few days but throughout our
lifetime.. Thisisthe joy of Christmas which will lead others to recognize that we are all brothers
and sistersliving for each other day in and day out.
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The heavenly hostdeparted the shepherds, that night so long ago, with this proclamation,
“’Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on .earth peace among those whom he favors.”” Paul
goes further, “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
the one body.” It is this peace which we have found in coming to the Nativity, whichwe
experience with each other, and which gives us that inner peace of knowing the loving presence
of God withinour lives.

From this experience of the peace of the incarnation experience we are free to witnessto the
real Christmas message of peace through love. Paul states, “Let the word of Christ dwellinyou
richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” In these words we are giventhe command of
wisdom. It is the command of how to witness to the troubled world in which we live. This
witnessisa witness whichis motivated out of the love which we celebrate and renew during
this special time of the year.



Itis significantthat during these days of Christmas we culminate our World Hunger Appeal and
the Angel Tree. Our response to those whoare inneed isonly the beginning of our response to
those who are in need of the joy of touching our brothers and sisters lives throughout the year.
But let us keepin mindto strengthen our celebration of the Nativity our livesare to be
motivated out of God’s love. Finally, Paul concludes his defining of the life whichislived
through the celebration of Christmas. “And whateveryou do, in word or deed, do everythingin
the name of the Lord Jesus, givingthanks to God the Father through him.” With this the joy of
Christmas lives on within us beyond these few days.

Itis through the celebration of the joy of the Angel’s message that we end another year looking
back upon the last twelve months. To say the leastthey have been filled with challenging times.
There islittle doubt that there have been tumultuous times which have threatened and
continue to threatenthe life of our nation. Violence has, even more so, become a way of life.
The pandemichas continuedto be a part of our lives with new mutations creating drastic
surges in Covid cases and deaths. The good newsis that vaccinations have given hope and a
return of some normalcy inour lives although we must continue to have patience and
determinationto follow the proceduresin order to overcome this persistentvirus.

Although we may look with negativity uponthis past year, there has been some good news for
which to celebrate and be thankful. Because of the vaccine and the diligent use of masks we
have beenable to escape the isolation. This means we have beenable to be with family,
friends, and coworkers. The world around us has slowly opened up so that we could travel, take
vacations, attend concerts, and other forms of entertainment. Forus at Epiphany, we have
beenable to gather togetheragain, sharing our livesin worship and fellowship. We have
discovered how much we mean to each other. We have felteven more deeply whatit means to
be the fellowship of believers, the body of Christ. It was extremely rewardingto see this
fellowshipinaction last Sunday nightas we gathered to sing carols around the pit fire. What a
great experience. Finally, we have had the joy of the Angel Tree again this year. This celebration
of givingis a testament to what Christmas is about - the sharing of our love with others in need
as God’s love is shared with us.

Yes, we do have much to celebrate during this Christmas season eventhough the past year has
not been what many would not consider to be the most perfect of years. Now as we face a New
Year we look forward to the challenges and opportunities which will come our way as
individuals and as a church. Both you and | will face many decisions which perhaps we may not
want to face. But these decisions will present notonly new challenges but also new
opportunitiesinyour and my future. Rest assured that it is through our love for each other that
we will be able to continue our livesin celebrating the good news of the Christmas message and
find new life inthe presence of God’s love

Therefore, may we continue to experience the joy of the true meaningand joy of Christmas
throughout the coming New Year. | wish you a most blessed and joyful Christmas and a New
Year full of dreams come true.



Anthem: “Gesu Bambino” Agne G.

Offering*: (On-Line giving Link)

We give thee but thine own, what e’erthe gift may be; all that we have isthine alone, a trust, O
Lord, from thee.

The Prayer

This morning we come to you Lord, to continue to celebrate your presence among us. We
welcome this good news especially during these times when life seems so uncertain not only
are we amidst troublingtimes when our societyis in turmoil and truth seemsto have lost its
way to a mindsetwhich only sees the importance of self. Along with this we face the continuing
crisis of a pandemicwhich refusesto be contained. Far too many today are sufferingandfacing
death as a consequence of its desires. Yet Lord, we celebrate your presence knowingthe
comfort, peace and love of the birth of your son. You came so that we may have life and

through the nativity you have shownto us the way to bring peace and healingto this world.

We pray for all who need your comforting and healing presence especially Bob and Pat Allen,
Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, the Cronin family, the Elshafei family, the Fultz family, Dotty
Gibson, Kraig Greff, the Johnson Family, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Donna Mayhew, Wendy
Neumann, Elise Oliver, Peter Olsen, David Otto, Dottie Reitz, Robert Reitz, Linda Rigby, Colin
Shea, Jerry Shea, Jack Smith, the Spieglerfamily, Della, Yongyin Sun, Esther and Buck Trautwein,
Wyatt Lee Wolf, Pastor Jack,

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction

The Lord blessyou and keepyou;

The Lord make His face shine uponyou;

The Lord lift up His presence upon you and give you peace. Amen

And now my brothers and sisters

Live on knowing God’s love,

The joy of living thislife of love,

And the peace which only comes through the power of His presence withinyou.
So liveon in Love, Joy, Peace, and Power.

Closing Hymn: “Go, Tell It on The Mountain”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aC8V_C85Kus
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rN1s5RYV08Q

Announcements

Please note that Masks are required while inthe church building.

Add an angel to the Angel Tree by givinga donation to The World Hunger Appeal. Eithergive
on-line https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291 Or send directly to
eitheraddress below.

*Offeringand World Hunger Contributions to be sentto
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 SybertDrive

ColumbiaHills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291



https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

