Advent #4
12-19-2021
J.V.Trautwein, Pastor

Celebrate (Introduction)

“Candle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Betweena lovely
tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letterto the
Hebrews reminds us in no uncertainterms that Christ’s advent isfor “the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tensionin which the church always livesas whenin
Holy Communion— with high delight - we proclaim the Lord’s death.”

We come together inthe Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Now my People”

Psalmody: Luke 1:46b-55

““My soul magnifiesthe Lord,

47and my spiritrejoicesin God my Savior,

48for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed;
43for he who is mighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

30 And his mercy is on those who fear him

from generationto generation.

51He has shown strength with hisarm,

he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts,
52he has put down the mighty from theirthrones,

and exalted those of low degree;

53he has filled the hungry with good things,

and the rich he has sent empty away.

34He has helped hisservant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,

35as he spoke to our fathers,

to Abraham and to his posterity forever.”

Hymn of Praise: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”

Prayer of the Day

“Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sinthat binds us, that we may receive youin joy and serve you always, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.”

1st Reading: Micah 5:2-5a


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtRETJ5j5N8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-Rv-J46gvM
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+5%3A2-5&version=NRSV

2"d Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

The Gospel: Luke 1:39-55

Hymn of the Day: “O Come, O come, Emmanuel”

(The third week’s Angel Tree results will be sent latertoday)
The Message: (Video Link)

It’s the fourth Sunday in Adventduring which we just lighted the fourth advent wreath candle.
In our tradition we celebrate it as the candle of peace. Peace whenwe hear it most likely brings
to mind the absence of war. But of course | know within my lifetime there were only a few
moments intime whenthe absence of war barely existed. Probably worldwide it neverexisted
during my 84 years. Throughout history war has been a trademark of man’s existence. This
brings me to the thought that although one of man’s desiresis always for peace. Then why is
there a propensity for war? Why are there endless wars since in most cases there is the basic
desire for peace withinthe common man?

Why war whenthe basic desireis for peace? Peace is too often over whelmed by the need for
power and the motivation of greed by those who are in power. It is through war that those in
power gain more powerand the rich gain more wealth. The few benefit greatly duringwar
while in many cases the great majority are leftto sufferits consequences. But eventhough
thereis that stated desire for peace it seemsto be in a constant battle with the need for one to
get his or her own way regardless of what it may take whetherit be for the good of all or not. It
is the internal battle between good and evil which we all may experience fromtime to time.

When peace isonly seenin the absence of war there will neverbe peace. But still the longing
for peace existsand can be seenevenin the ancient prophets. The Prophetslongedfor a life of
peace or the absence of war as seenin Micah’s prophecy that Israel would become a kingdom
again and live a longlife of peace under a God sent leader. “And he shall stand and feed his
flockin the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall
live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of
peace.” This was to be the longawaited and hoped for messiah and as Isaiah related, “The
Prince of Peace.”

The prophets’ concept of the messiah was out of the need to have the power and might of an
earthly kingdom. Theirconcept of peace was that a powerful new kingdom would create peace.
How often have we heard that but yeteven with the most powerful nationsin history peace
neverfollowed butsome of the most violent wars were the result. In a very real sense the
prophets’ perceived messiah never happenedyetit was hoped that with the birth of Jesus he
had come.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A5-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-55&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
https://youtu.be/Kf9YVsNiVRk

Everythingseemedto line up as to Jesus beingthat chosen messiah. Just listen again to the
prophet Micah, “But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one whois to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient of days,” Jesus of course is recorded as beingborn in Bethlehem. It was thought that
the messiah would come from the lineage of David which was Joseph’s Lineage. Mary was
consideredto be avirgin and a virgin was to bear the messiah Isaiah prophesied, “Look, the
virginshall conceived and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel.” Isaiah also
proclaimedthat the messiah would have the ground work prepared for His ministry by a
forerunnerwho was John the Baptist. “See | am sending my messengerahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you.”

To the Jew of that day, with this background and the fact that he performed impossible
miracles, Jesus could very well be that earthly messiah who would fulfill Isaiah’s prophesy,

“The people who walkedin darkness
have seena great light;
those whodweltin a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3Thou hast multiplied the nation,
thou hastincreasedits joy;
they rejoice before thee
as with joy at the harvest,
as men rejoice when theydivide the spoil.
4For the yoke of hisburden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
thou hast broken as on the day of Mid'ian.
5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and everygarment rolledin blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For to us a childis born,
to usason isgiven;
and the governmentwill be upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
70f the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom,
to establishit,and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from thistime forth and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this”



Surely this had to be the long awaited messiah who would not only establish the new kingdom
of Israel but bring it lasting peace. In reality Jesus did not turn out to be the messiah that the
prophets longedfor, that is the king of the new kingdom of Israel bringinglasting peace. In fact
He once stated, “Do not think| have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring
peace, but a sword.” He also predicted the further downfall of the Jewsin predictingthe
destruction of the Temple. History certainly and emphatically proves that He didn’t establish an
earthly utopia which peace dominated life nor was that everHis intent or seemingly the intent
of God. The Nativity and the incarnation were not to erase man’s free will.

The reason for the incarnation was to be that messiah of a spiritual life beinglived withina
world of freedom to choose between good and evil. This spiritual world does not dictate foritis
a motivational force of love as it interfaces within the world. If strong enough, it can bring
peace whenthere seemsto be none. In light of man’s nature the motivational force of love
must continually be active and alive.

Why then is Jesusreferredto as the Prince of Peace when He neverintended to wave a magic
wand in order to establish earthly peace. Maybe it can be understood n His appearance in the
closed room after His resurrection. His greetingto His disciples was “Peace be with you.” Prior
to this He clearly indicated the distinction of the peace which He came to proclaimand the
peace among warring people.Johnrecords Jesustelling hisdisciples what was to come for Him
as well as the pronouncement of God’s continual presence through the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit. With this he gave this pronouncement, “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. |
do not give to you as the world gives.” This peaceis an inner peace which can only come
through a life of livinginand by God’s love that he proclaimed.

This inner peace is when we are free from the products of bitterness, hate, revenge, and guilt. It
is when we can sit down and be at ease with ourselves and feel the freedom of beingalive with
a sense of joy. It is the peace we find when we are able to share our love with each other and
evenwithlife around us. It is that peace which overcomes us as we celebrate the message of
the angel on Christmas Eve while inthe darken surroundings, holding our candles and singing
“Silent Night.” This is the inner peace of the Prince of Peace. But thisinnerpeace can happen
throughout our lives when we take the time to free ourselvesin order to do this. You never
know whenit will occur. Oddly enough | found a glimpse of it on a post on Facebook. It is a post
which has been around at Christmas for a couple of years. It isnot a post of just an individual or
individuals buta post between a young woman, softly playing her guitar, quietly singing almost
as a lullaby, a Christmas song from “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” “Christmas Time is Hear.” She
is not singingit to herself or to someone else but to her beloved little dog who sits entrance as
they both show a deep affection for each other. Although it may not be betweento humans it
portrays a deep sense of inner peace for those who watch it for it was presentbetween the two
of them. It was almost as if this inner peace of love crossed the boundary between humans and
the animal kingdom



As | said, thisinner peace can happen whenyou leastexpectit but it is always there if we
choose to experienceit. Itis this inner peace that we seek through our preparation for the
Nativity during Adventand which makesthe celebration of the angel’s message so importantin
our lives. It isthis inner peace which gives us the comfort during times of trial and distress. It is
this inner peace which gives us the will to make a difference inthisworld. “It is the peace of
God which surpasses all understanding” and which give us the joy of living God’s love through
the Nativity;

Anthem: “Someday At Christmas” Jackie Evancho

Offering*: (On-Line giving Link)

We give thee but thine own, what e’erthe gift may be;all that we have isthine alone, a trust, O
Lord, from thee.

The Prayer

Ever loving Father, in the midst disaster, factionalism, and confusion we come to you not only
for healingand comfort but for a peace which gives our soul rest and hope. May this peace lead
us to live our livesin actively showingforth your love to those who are inneed of life’s
essentialsaswell a hope in despair. Bring us patience during this time of another surge of the
pandemicso that we may continue to live our lives with restraintand compassion. Thus let us
take all the precautionary measures not only to protect us but all those around us. Let us
understand your presence is with us during this time of preparationfor and the celebration of
the Nativity.

We pray for all who need your comforting and healing presence especially Bob and Pat Allen,
Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, the Croninfamily, the Elshafei family, the Fultz family, Dotty
Gibson, Kraig Greff, the Johnson Family, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Donna Mayhew, Wendy
Neumann, Elise Oliver, Peter Olsen, David Otto, Dottie Reitz, Robert Reitz, Linda Rigby, Colin
Shea, Jerry Shea, Jack Smith, the Spieglerfamily, Della, Yongyin Sun, Esther and Buck
Trautwein,, Wyatt Lee Wolf, Pastor Jack,

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction

The Lord blessyou and keepyou;

The Lord make His face shine uponyou;

The Lord lift up His presence upon you and give you peace. Amen

And now my brothers and sisters
Live on knowing God’s love,
The joy of livingthislife of love,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwUQKeErDLA
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-

And the peace which only comes through the power of His presence withinyou.
So liveon in Love, Joy, Peace, and Power.

Closing Hymn: “Blessed Be the God of Israel”

Announcements

All services are being heldindoorsin the sanctuary. Masks and social distancingis required.
Community Caroling Night at the Outdoor Chapel. Sunday December 19t. 6:00 PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight-Carol family Service —7:30 PM

Please note that Masks are required at all services

Add an angel to the Angel Tree by givinga donation to The World Hunger Appeal. Eithergive
on-line https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291 Or send directly to
eitheraddress below.

*Offeringand World Hunger Contributionsto be sentto
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 Sybert Drive

ColumbiaHills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online givingwith the link found after the
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1d3IRcLrq_8
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

