Advent #3
12-12-2021
J.V.Trautwein, Pastor

Celebrate (Introduction)

“Christ’s presence in our midstin the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The
nearness of the God in prayer, en every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one
‘more powerful’ thanJohn, evenwitha winnowingforkin hand, is good news— and cause for
exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joyis the tone for the third Sunday of Advent”

We come together inthe Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway”

Psalmody: Isaiah 12:2-6

““Behold, God is my salvation;

| will trust, and will not be afraid;

for the Lord God is my strength and my song,

and he has become my salvation.”

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.#And you will say in that day:

“Give thanks to the Lord,

call upon his name;

make known his deedsamong the nations,
proclaim that his name is exalted.

3 “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;
let this be knownl(2l in all the earth.

6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitantof Zion,
for great in your midstis the Holy One of Israe

IH

Hymn of Praise: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”

Prayer of the Day

“Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preachingof John,
that rejoicinginyour salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus
Christ, Our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and
foreverJesus. Amen.”

1st Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20

27 Reading: Philippians 4:4-7

The Gospel: Luke 3:7-18


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qvmzm9TYgmM
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+12%3A2-6&version=RSV#fen-RSV-17905a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRXY4waiCZQ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3%3A14-20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A4-7&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A4-7&version=NRSV

Hymn of the Day: “O Come, O come, Emmanuel”

(The third week’s Angel Tree results will be sent later today)
The Message: (Video Link)

Itis difficulttobelieve buttoday is already the third Sunday in Advent— the hands of time keep
moving forward regardless of our need to slow them down. We may find ourselvesinthe
situation of so much to do and so little time to do it. Regardless of our circumstances Christmas
will be here isshort order whetherwe are totally ready or not. It will come regardless of the
pandemic, of any news of the day —eithergood or bad,- regardless of our politics, or even our
particular circumstance inlife. Regardless the days will exhaust themselvesand December 25t
will be a reality and we will experience the Christmas for which we have prepared.

In an all too real way this isthe experience of life itself. The years fly by as if they were days and
alltoo oftenthey become consumed by the negative circumstances which may surround us We
may even become so lost inthem that we neverare able to findthe time to help overcome
them. We may nevercome to terms with how we may make a difference. Thisisthe case when
we fall into the trap of beingso overwhelmed with large problems and are not able to see that
these problemsare the resultand accumulation of individual problems and needs. In
frustration we may justthrow up our hand and say it’simpossible.

At this pointwe needal little Adventin our lives. Advent takes us through the process of
steppingback and honestly evaluating our livesinrelation to the Nativity message. The resultis
that we beginto look upon life with a different perspective and are able to beginto focus on
what is important. It is thenthat we beginto see Adventin our everyday lives foritis the
preparation for that which is to come. This means that there is always that future goal for
which we prepare and strive. Therefore the fruition of Adventdoes not end with the
celebration of the Nativity but is how we continually renew the message of the incarnation, the
Good Newsinthe proclamation of the Angel that night long ago.

Of course what the Angel’s proclamation was referringto isthat which is our ultimate hope as
found in this promise, “For God so loved the world that he gave hisonly Son, so that everyone
who believesin him may not perish but may have eternal life.” Thisis the ultimate message of
advent for our lives. But, it is not enough to come to the manger and celebrate a birth. It is not
enoughto go say that “l am a Christian.” Life is full of meaningless words. Listento John the
Baptist’s message in our gospel lesson this morning, “John said to the crowds that came out to
be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to

come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not beginto say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
as our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is able from these stonesto raise up childrento

Abraham. ® Even now the ax is lyingat the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.””


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xtpJ4Q_Q-4
https://youtu.be/7F9wRWXLGuA

In this John clearly points out to the Jewish crowd that it was not enough to say they were
followers of Abraham or to say they were Jews. He could have said this much lateron to the
followers of Jesus. To only pay lip service leads to a dead end street. There is no hopein that.
“..every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
Let’s take this one step further. To only experience Adventas preparation to celebrate a holiday
leadsto a dead end streetfor it lasts for just a day or two and then is justa memory. Life goes
on being consumed by the latest unwanted news endingin despair.

John though doesn’tend with a message of doom and gloom for he makes the transition from a
message of repentance to what the outcome of being repentant means. He vividly make the
transition from Adventto what it means to celebrate the Nativity, the Birth of Christ, the
meaning of the angel’s proclamation of “Good news of great joy.”

Being confused by what John had said the crowd then asked him “What then should we do?”
His reply was to live whatyou say you believe. “Whoeverhas two coats must share with anyone
who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 122Even tax collectors came to be
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collectno
more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we
do?” He saidto them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be
satisfied with your wages.” In principle this was the same reply that Jesus gave to the ruler who
asked what he must do to inheriteternal life? Although the ruler said he had keptall of the
commandments, Jesus’ reply was, “There isone thing lacking. Sell all that you ownand
distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”

Both John and Jesus were saying that just playinglip service to what you say you believe falls
way short of the good news of God’s love. It falls short of beingable to celebrate Christmas
beyondthe traditional trappings. This iswhy a true and honest evaluation of how we are
preparing for the true meaning of Christmas is so necessary during these weeks leadingup to
the celebration of the Nativity. The message of Adventis the message which giveslife for the
meaning of repentance brings us to the doorstep of knowing God’s love and forgiveness

Coming to this doorstep just may make our preparation for Christmas more meaningful this
year for it can bring comfort to a troubled and saddened people. It isthen that itbecomes the
season to rejoice as Paul wrote to the Philippians, “Rejoice inthe Lord always; again | will say
Rejoice.” But rejoice amidst such troublingtimes? | believe the answerisyes if Christmas is the
result of repentance and renewed commitmentto the message of life and hope of the Good
News that the Angel proclaimed. This rejoicing occurs when our lives take on that message as
Paul stated, “Let your gentleness be known to everyone.” We especially need to hear this
message now. We need to know that we are capable of living beyond the problems of life. We
needto know that we can make that difference. We can make a difference tothose who are in
desperate need of those necessities which can sustain theirlives. With each angel on the Angel
Tree we do this.



Paul thengivesus the hope whichwe needto hear. The Lord has not abandoned us. Not at all
for “The Lord is near” as this gentleness of God’s love is lived With this presence then we know
that we do not have to worry for God’s overwhelming will overcomes the burdensand
tragedies of life. Paul wrote, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving your requests be made knownto God.” The questionthen
becomesare we prepared to be a vital part of God’s response? Are we able and willingto rely
on God’s love and His presence to help us through our needs? Adventis not only that time to
prepare for Christmas, the Nativity, but is that time of preparation so that whenwe are
confronted with any tragic newsor circumstances we are preparedto be that witnessto the
gentleness of spirit of God’s love.

Adventand Christmas will come and go but thisyear they can live on as the time whenlife finds
the necessity to not only celebrate God’s love but to live it. We must come to the realization
when Christmas is more than just a holiday and when we as a nationand as individuals can
beginto redirect our valuesin life. Then we will realize Paul’s blessing, “And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and mindsin Christ Jesus.” This is the
message which we needto hear for it is a message which brings healingand with this healing
comes hope. This hope finds reality within ourselves with the willingness to change, a
willingness toreceive the peace of God. Within this peace we then can celebrate the joy of the
Nativity throughout the year knowingthat we are actively sharing the love of God with those
who need what we have to give. The message of Christmas gives us the powerto do this
through God’s love given to us through the good news of the Nativity.

Anthem: “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” A young Agne G.

Offering*: (On-Line giving Link)

We give thee but thine own, what e’erthe gift may be;all that we have isthine alone, a trust, O
Lord, from thee.

The Prayer

Loving Father, with the celebration of the Nativity quickly approaching, life with itstragedies
reminds us of how preciouslifeis. Let us give pause not only to pray for those who have been
affected by disasterbut to extend a helping hand wherever possible. To be that helping hand
will bringnew meaningto our celebration of Christmas and give us pause to be joyful forthe
good news of the Nativity. May the cause for this celebration be a realityin our lives
throughout the year. We give you thanks that you have given us life to be share inlove with
each other.

We pray for all who need your comforting and healing presence especially Bob and Pat Allen,
Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, the Cronin family, the Elshafei family, the Fultzfamily, Kraig


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3J7opmXoOrc&list=PLXpdAoCQPM8PsRjUWQFrZ-RinuCc1Dliv&index=28
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-

Greff, the Johnson Family, Robert Karner, Charles Larsen, Donna Mayhew, Wendy Neumann,
Elise Oliver, PeterOlsen, David Otto, Dottie Reitz, Robert Reitz, Linda Rigby, Colin Shea, Jerry
Shea, Jack Smith, the Spieglerfamily,, Della, Yongyin Sun, Esther and Buck Trautwein, Linda
Williamson, Wyatt Lee Wolf, Pastor Jack,

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction

The Lord blessyou and keepyou;

The Lord make His face shine uponyou;

The Lord liftup His presence upon you and give you peace. Amen

And now my brothers and sisters

Live on knowing God’s love,

The joy of livingthislife of love,

And the peace which only comes through the power of His presence withinyou.
So liveon in Love, Joy, Peace, and Power.

Closing Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

Announcements

All services are being heldindoorsin the sanctuary. Masks and social distancingis required.
Piano Recital Sunday December 12th 2:00 PM

Community Caroling Night at the Outdoor Chapel.Sunday December 19t. 6:00 PM

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service —7:30PM

Add an angel to the Angel Trees by givinga donation to The World Hunger Appeal. Either give
on-line https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291 Or send directly to
eitheraddress below.

*Offeringand World Hunger Contributionsto be sentto
Robert Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Lane

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 SybertDrive

ColumbiaHills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZciSYpF1-g
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291




