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Celebrate (Introduction)

“Jesus does great deeds of power and give his disciples authority overdemons. Yet none of this
power isunilateral;it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without
money or supplies, sothat they will be dependenton how othersreceive them. When we are
sent from the assembly to witnessand to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, tobe dependent
on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates inthe ‘between’: between Jesusand his
Abba, betweenJesusand us, betweenyouand me, between us and those to whom we are
sent.”

We come together inthe Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Hymn: “Before You, Lord, We Bow”

Psalm: Psalm 123

“To thee | liftup my eyes,

O thou who art enthronedin the heavens!
2Behold, as the eyes of servants

look to the hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maid

to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyeslookto the Lord our God,

till he have mercy upon us.

3Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
for we have had more than enough of contempt.
4Too long our soul has been sated

with the scorn of those who are at ease,

the contempt of the proud.”

Hymn of Praise: “Blessing and Honor”

Prayer of the Day

“God of the covenant, in our baptismyou call us to proclaimthe coming of your kingdom. Give
us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness toyour love and peace in
every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Lord. Amen.”

1st Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gYXBXMNH_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ebtSXGJS-Q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+2%3A1-5&version=NRSV

27 Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10

The Gospel: Mark 6:1-13

Hymn of the Day: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

The Message: (Video Link)

Beingthe Fourth of July, the celebration of Independence Day, | thought it would be
appropriate to begin with an amazing against all odds story of sacrifice. The United States
struggle for independence has many stories of sacrifice but one of the most important of these
stories saved Washington’sarmy from annihilation almostimmediately afterthe signing of the
Declaration of Independence. It was August 27, 1776, during the Battle of Long Island that
Washington’sarmy was being surrounded by a far numerically superior British army and navy.
They faced an almost certain defeat. This would have caused the newly declared nation to be
defeated without gainingits actual independence..

The 15t Maryland Regiment of 270 men, commanded by Mordecai Gist, was chosen to
be the rear guard to hold off the British so Washington and his army could cross the east river
into Manhattan. Againstall odds they accomplished this while losingall but 12 of their men.
General Washington from his vantage point has be reported to say, “Good God, what brave
fellows | must this day lose.” Washington’s army survived and the new nation givena chance to
live. Itis incredible that eventhough handicapped by being way outnumbered by the superiorly
trained British army and navy, 270 men, with far less training and experience, saved the newly
proclaimed nation. (Aside note, the Maryland First Regiment originated out the London Coffee
House in Fell’s Point.)

This story, although not given much attention as say the story of the winter
encampmentat Valley Forge, is the story which helped change the course of history. Itis so
oftenthat important events throughout history have been determined by the most unlikely
person or people with the handicap of overwhelmingodds againstthem. In sports, Jackie
Robinson’s odds to become an all-time star in baseball’s highly segregated major leagues was
slimto none but he managed to change not only professional baseball but, to a large extent, all
major sports. Politics aside, it was a man handicapped from polioand mainly bound to a
wheelchairwho led this nation out of the great depression, the dust bowl and through WWII-
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Many of the most successful people who positively contributed tolife
had to first overcome the odds of being handicapped in one way or another.

The story of Christianity is not exemptfrom thisreality. Our Epistle lesson givesa great
example of this as Paul recounts hislife. At first Paul’s life was filled with revenge to the point of
him beinga leading persecutor of those whom he believed to be heretics, Christians. Paul or
Saul had become an obstruction in God’s revelation through Jesus. God then took this
obstruction, thisadversity to His message, and usedit to his great advantage. Through the


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%3A2-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A1-13&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebelr6d8D70
https://youtu.be/HfwZUEXOMsQ

conversion experience of Saul on the road to Damascus he turned this adversity into one of His
strongest advocates of the Gospel of Christ. What would have beenthe odds for that
happening? It was this conversion experience which Paul relates as being caught up into the
third heavenand beinggivena glimpse into paradise for he came intothe very presence of
God.

Paul recognized this extraordinary gift that was given to him, which not everyone would
experience. It was a personal revelation which was not to be denied. It was a revelation which
he had the joy of sharing. He had to be extremely careful thatthis sharing would not be seen as
being boastful for then the message, the revelation of God, would have been compromised.
Since this elation of havingthe conversion experience

could get out of hand and easily become boastful, Paul had to be brought intothe realm of
reality and not to think of himself more highly then he should. The reality check came in the
form of a human frailty, a thorn of the flesh, a handicap, which would torment him off and on
for the rest of hislife.

This thorn, this handicap, evidently was one of extreme physical pain and would at times
render himuseless. Many theories are given as to what caused this severe pain. Some have said
it was epilepsy, some said it was migraines, the brunt of persecutions, or eye problems suffered
from the blindinglight of his conversion. But, the most likelyisthat of a virulent malarial fever
found inthe eastern Mediterranean coastal areas. The headaches caused by this feverwere
said to be like a red hot rod beingthrust into the forehead.

Here was this great missionary who accomplished so much in widely spreading the early
Christian Church and he did thisin spite of hisreoccurring adversity, this weakness of his body,
this debilitating handicap. To the contrary, the “thorn in his flesh” helped to drive himto his
successful life mission. He could then point to the fact that with such an adversityit had to be
God’s grace which gave him the power to overcome it.

Paul even appealedto God to be healed of this dreaded condition but the response was, “My
grace issufficientforyou, for power is made perfect in weakness.” The ability to overcome the
adversitiesinlife iswhat giveslife its meaningand the strength not only to endure but
overcome. God’s grace is always there to help and that becomes the strength in weakness. This
allowed Paul to conclude, “Therefore, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ, for whereverlam weak, then | am strong.”
His strength is found in God’s grace.

This is a great lesson forall of us, young and old alike. There are, and will be, times of
adversityin our lives which will try our very souls. They may come inthe form of physical pain,
broken spirit, social rejection but, regardless of form, they will come. They may cause
momentary failure, depression, anxiety orthe feeling that they may be too difficultto
overcome. But, if we understand that we are not init alone and if we understand that God’s
giftsto us go well beyondthe adversity or handicap, then we are on the road to finding
strength to overcome all odds. Itis through adversity and weaknesses of the body that we will



not only find strength in God’s grace but we will find life itself. Thisiswhy it is so important to
see all of life asa giftfrom God and all of life as another step towards the fulfillment of our
being. Even through those bad timesin life there is always the probability, no, reality, that
good is presentalso for God says, “My grace is sufficientforyou, for poweris made perfectin
weakness.”

To giveinto adversity or handicap, to say thisis too difficultforme to overcome or to
letit become our pity party, isto lose life itself forwe deny God’s grace. Unfortunately, during
this past year so many fell into this trap. Even more unfortunate and tragic is that many are not
willing to guard against remaininginthe grasp of the pandemic. In many ways we can be our
own worst enemy by denyingthe realities of life.

The realityis that our lives are not without those times of adversity - that is life. To think
otherwise isto deny reality. This denial only leads to heartache, a life full of misery, and
hopelessness. We can neverafford to roll overand play dead because that is where we just
may remain. This need not be for we have example afterexample to show us otherwise.
Needlesstosay we need not go further than the life of Paul. But, it is through God’s grace that
we will overcome the difficulttimes of adversity and weakness. Always be aware that itis
through weakness and adversity that God finds his greatest opportunity.

Paul’slife as he relatedit, gives us all hope that God has not and will notleave us alone
but is there for us throughout all of life giving us the comfort and strength to overcome even
the greatest odds which may be against us. To thisend we have been charged by God’s love to
help each other to overcome the odds which may seemto be against us evenif it may cause
sacrifice. Just rememberwhat those 270 men did to help us realize our nation’sindependence.

Anthem: “O Freedom”

Offering*: (On-Line giving Link)

We give thee but thine own, what e’erthe gift may be;all that we have isthine alone, a trust, O
Lord, from thee.

The Prayer

Lord God of all, as we celebrate our nation’s holiday of independence we are ever mindful that
we as a nation and society are strivingto overcome the pitfalls of our own making. May we find
the will, courage and strength to bring equal justice for all. Open our minds so that we may not
be blinded totruth and not what we wishto be true. Lead us out of our egocentric mindsets so
truth will begin to bring us out of the quagmire of extremism and divisiveness so thatthe love
you have shownreigns supremein our lives and within our nation.

We pray for all who need your comforting and healing presence especially Bob and Pat Allen,
Heidi Brackbill, Parker Brennan, the Cronin family, the Elshafei family, the Fultz family, the


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdQtA3aaqBo
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

Johnson Family, RobertKarner, Donna Mayhew, Wendy Neumann, Elise Oliver, Peter Olsen,
David Otto, Dottie Reitz, Robert Reitz, Linda Rigby, Colin Shea, Jerry Shea, Jack Smith, the
Spieglerfamily,, Della, Yongyin Sun, Esther and Buck Trautwein, Linda Williamson, Wyatt Lee
Wolf, Pastor Jack,

We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer

The Benediction

The Lord blessyou and keepyou;

The Lord make His face shine uponyou;

The Lord liftup His presence upon you and give you peace. Amen

And now my brothers and sisters

Live on knowing God’s love,

The joy of livingthislife of love,

And the peace which only comes through the power of His presence withinyou.
So liveon in Love, Joy, Peace, and Power.

Closing Hymn: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

Announcements

Services will be outdoors unlessinclement weather conditions force us indoors. Face masks and
social distancing outdoors are not required. An email will be sent late Saturday afternoons
stating whetherindoors or outdoors.

*Offeringto be sent to:
Bob Brackbill

10274 Raleigh Tavern Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Epiphany Lutheran Church

9122 Sybert Drive

ColumbiaHills

Ellicott City, MD 21043
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org

Please note that you now have the opportunity of online giving with the link found after the
offering designation or here: https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZalFp9WUyM
https://www.epiphanylutherancolumbia.org/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/2627291

